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U.S.  Department  oi  Agricuture 


"If  you  want  to  make  household,  ruhber  articles  last  longer,  guard 
against  the  three  hig  ruhter  enemies,"  says 


(Name)         (Title)  (Place) 
According  to  the  Bureau  of  kome  Economics  of  the  U.  S.  Depart:.:ent  of 

Agriculture,  heat,  light,  and  oil  or  grease  are  the  three  kinds  of  ruhher 


enem.ies  to  watch, 


points  out. 


"The  higher  the  temperature,   the  more  quicklj'  rubher  gets  v/eak, 

cracks,  "becomes  sticky.     S'liilight  is  especially'  harmful  because  it  combines 

the  destructive  action  of  both  heat  and  light.    And  rubber,  left  in  contact 

with  oil  or  grease  for  long,   swells  and  becomes  v/eak. 

"Hubber  used  in  elastic  fabrics,   such  as  foundation  garments,  is 
more  easily  da^naged  by  oil  and  grease  than  other  kinds  of  rubber.     If  these 
garments  are  worn  next  to  the  skin,   the  bod;,'  oils  may  cause  them  to  weaken 
unless  thej^  are  washed  frequently. 

"Keep  rubber  goods  clea.n  vd.th  Va2:*m  water  or  v/ith  v/ater  and  soap. 
You  can  use  any  kind  of  soap  on  articles  made  solely  of  rubber.    But  if  the 
garment  is  part  fabric,  use  a  m.ild  soap  for  the  fabric's  sake.     Drj'-  all  rub- 
ber a-rticles  or  garments  in  a  cool  or  only  moderately  warm  place,  never  near 
a  radiator,   stove,  or  hot  pipe.     Do  not  expose  to  direct  sunlight,  s,nd  if 
you  have  to  iron  a  garment  with  rubber  in  it,  press  as  lightly  as  possible. 

"I'lever  dry  clean  any  garmxent  that  has  rubber  in  it.     But  if  you  can't 
get  oil,  grease,  or  tar  off  rubber  vdth  soap  and  water,  you  can  use  a,  dry 
cleaning  fluid  to  remove  them.     Sponge  t.he  rubber  lightly  \%ath  the  fluid. 
And  even  in  stubborn  cases,  never  leave  rubber  in  fluid  more  than  2  or  3  min- 
utes.    Be  very  careful  of  the  rj.bbe>  v/hile  it  has  the  fluid  on  it,  because 
it  is  wealcer  and  tea,rs  more  easilrf.     Carbon  tetrachloride  is  recommended  as 
an  efficient  fluid— and  it  is  not  inflammable.     If  you  use  any  other  dry- 
cleaning  fluid,  be  sure  it  evaporates  quickly  and  lea.ves  no  deposit  as  it 
evaporates.     xTever  use  gasoline  motor  fuel. 

"Store  rubber  in  a  cool,   dark  place.     If  the  spot  in  which  you  store 
it  is  not  dark,  v/rap  the  r^j-bber  in  track  paper  or  put  it  in  a  covered  box. 
Try  to  store  the  article  in  as  na.tural  a  position  as  possible.     If  j'ou  must 
fold  it,  dust  trie  surfaces  that  come  in  contact  v;it-i  each  other  v/ith  talcum 
pov/der  or  cornstarch." 
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